JOHN HEIMERICH, AlA, UNM PROFESSOR DIES

John J. Heimerich, AlA, former
chairman of the UN M Dep artm ent
of Architecture, died on Tu esday,
Apr il 11 in Albuquerque.
Born on Octob er 17, 1906 in
Clay Center, Kansas, he received a
B.S. in 1933 an d a M.S. in 1945,
both in Archit ectural En gineerin g,
from Kansas Stat e Universit y.
Pro fessor Heimerich began his
teaching career at the University
of New Mexico in 1941. He
found ed the Department of Architectural Engineering at the University of New Mexico in 1947 and
served as Dep artment Chairman
until the Department of Architecture was found ed in 1957. He
served as Chairman of the Department of Architecture until 1966, at
which time he stepped down to
devote his full time to teach ing.

Professor H eimerich was elected
treasurer of the New Mexico
Ch apter, AlA in 1956.' He did such
a fine job that he was re-elected
each year until the stat e was
divided into three chapters in
1965. He was immedi ately elected
treasur er of the Albuquerque
Chapter and had served continuously until his retirement from the
position in 1971.
Last sum mer, the Albuquerque
Chapter, AlA, honored John by renaming its annua l UNM architectural scholarship, the "John J.
H eimerich Architectural Scholarship ." Th e New Mexcio Society of
Archit ects presented him an
"Award of Honor" for his contribution to the education of future
architec ts at its annual banquet on
October 30, 1971.
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AlA IN BATTLE
AGAIN TO SAVE THE
U. S. CAPITOL'S
WEST FRONT
Th e Congressional Commission
for Extension of the U. S. Ca pitol
voted 'u nanimously March 8 to
proceed with plans to extend the
West Fron t.
Th e plans would oblitera te the
last remaining original sand stone
facad es of the Capitol. A new addition sheathed in marble wou ld
be built 88 feet closer to the Was hington Monumen t in ord er to create abou t 285 offices an d conference rooms.
Th e Institute vigorous ly objects
to this proposal, In a pr ess sta tement issued shortly after the commission action was made public,
ALA said it "refuses to accept this
decision as irrevoca ble . . . (and)
would make every effort to prevent the destruction of part of the
nation's heritage." Efforts have already begun to mars hal the support of other organizations and
individuals to stop the demolition.
AlA's position, reaffi rmed by
the report issued last fall by the
Wes t Fron t Task Force, hold s
that it is feasible and desirabl e to
restore the wall in place. It called
aga in for long-term master planning of the entire Capitol and
its grounds.
Th at planni ng would include
studies of spac e use of present
buildings, especia lly of the Capi tol itself, possible new land acqui sition, and below-surface development cap abilities.
Institute President Max O. Urbahn , FAIA, emphasized that the
Institute's position is in no way
directed personally at George M.
White, FAlA, Architect of the
Capitol. Th ere exists between the
AlA and White a mutually respected , honest difference of opin ion.
Th e Congressional commission 's
decision alread y has provok ed
conside rable controversy in the
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what he termed the "ominous new
plan s" of the Commission. "I, for
one, do not believe," he said, "that
either Congress or the American
people are prepared to sacrifice
the historic beauty or integrity of
their Capitol for want of imagin ation and a little office space."

press and in the Congress. Rep.
Samuel S. Stratton (D.~ N.Y. ) issued a call for the resignation of
White, who is a member of the
commission.
Th e Washington Post, in an editorial March 13, said the extension "m'akes not a shred of sense
in terms of .history, function , finance, -or esthetics." The New
York Times wrote: "In spit e of
public and professional opinion
that the controversial extension is
a gross error of art and judgm ent,
these gentl emen seem determined
to proceed with this gigantic
bungle and boondoggle."
Addr essing the AIA-CEC Public Affairs Conference on March
13, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
( D., Mass. ) supported AlA's position. "History ought to count for
something in the nation's capital,"
the Senator said.
Kennedy called for a full round
of public hearings and debate on

NEWLY REGISTERED
ARCHITECTS

At its spring meeting, the New
Mexico Board of Examiners for
Architects approved architectural
registration for the following:
Robert F. Armstrong, Albuquerque; David G. Battle, Santa Fe;
James E. Bristow, Dallas, Texas;
Harold S. Schofield, Gahanna,
Ohio; Lon S. Heuer, Monroe, La.;
Paul Belle, Los Angeles, Cal.;
Donald W. MacDonald, San Francisco, Cal.; Robert V. Buck, San
Antonio, Texas; Vincent Michael
Consolo, Chicago, Ill.; Stanley J.

Franch, San Diego, Cal.; Donald
Gregory, EI Paso, Texas; Charles
F. Redmon , Memphis, Tenn.; Arthur O. Moran, Jr., Detroit, Mich.;
Howard F . Thompson, Orange,
Cal.; Edwa rd Thomas Stefoniak,
Dallas, Texas; Jack R. Butz, Tulsa,
Okla.; Maxwell Strakman, Beverly
Hills, Cal.; Roger R. Walker, Oklahoma City, Okla.; N. Claiborne
Port er, Colorado Springs, Colo.
Meeting again on May 12-13,
the Board approved architectural
registration for 10 appli cants :
Jam es Blaine Young, Santa Fe ;
William Ogilvie Jette, Albuquerqu e; J. Glynn Brown, Albuquerqu e; Jerry Lee Ellis, Monsey, N.Y.;
Harold Eugene Stewart, Tulsa ,
Okla.; David Gordon , Anaheim,
Calif.; Oscar Thomas Marshall, III,
Memphi s, Tenn. ; Robert Alton
Fielden, Las Vegas, Nev.; John R.
Jasp er, Menlo Park, Calif.; and
Clements C. Koehler, Jr., Dallas,
Texas.

Announcement:

UNISTRUT
NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING

San Valle Tile Kilns, Los Angeles, the
na t ion's largest manufacturer of clay roof ing
tile , has appointed C. L. McGee as its rep resentative for the states of Texas, New
Mex ico, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Colorado.
Until recently, McGee had been executive
vice president and general manager of Ludow ici-Ce ladon Company, a major manufacturer of clay tile, headquartered in Chicago.
He had been assoc iated with Ludowici-Celadon since 1923.
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SAN VALLE APPOI NTS
FORMER TILE EXECUTIVE
AS REPRESENTATIVE IN SOUTHWEST

McGee will mainta in offices at 9131
Mount Rushmore, EI Paso, Texas. His telephone number w ill be 915-751 -1163 .
Sam Greenebaum, pres ident of San Val le
Ti le Kilns, commented that w ith nearly fifty
years of experience in the manufacturing and
sa le of clay roofing tile, "McGee is one of
the most knowledgeable men in the indust ry
and w ill be able to provide inestimable assistance to architects, designers and builders in
the Southwest."
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AN ADDITION TO AN ALBUIJUERIJUE
SCHOOL IS PLANNED

The original building at Eugene
Field School was constructed in
1926, and was designed by the architectural finn of Gaastra, Gladding, Johnson & Scoville.
Because the architect did not
want to detract from the original
design, nor hide existing details,
he designed the addition as two
separate pods, one on either side
of the main entrance. These pods

are pulled slight ly away from the
older bu ilding, and their attachment is by lower roofed links. Th e
additional space pro vides new
classroom space, restrooms, and
storage.
Joe Boehning, AlA, is the architect. The Testman Company has
the construction contract for the
project, which is scheduled for
completion in mid-August.

UNM ARCHITECTURAL
DEPARTMENT
GIVEN O.K.
Ambrose Richardson,
FAlA,
President of the National Architectura l Accrediting Board has informed Don Schlegel, Chairman,
Department of Architecture, UNM
that accreditation for the department has been extended for two
more years. In his letter addressed
to Schlegel, Mr. Richards on states
that the board ".. . felt that your
report had answered all of the
questions which the committee
had hoped to find answers for on
the visitation . As a consequence,
we decided that the visitation this
year would not be necessary and
will keep you informed of the next
proposed visitation as soon as it is
decided at our meeting in Houston
in May."
EDITOR HONORED

At the recent meeting in Santa
Fe of the National Board of Governors, American Institute of Interior Designers, John Conron was
named a Fellow of AID.
STATE COMMITTEE
ISSUES STATEMENT
ON HUD HOUSING
PROPOSALS

The Cultural Properties Review
Committee has become increasingly concerned about the construction of Operation Breakthrough units in the communities
of northern New Mexico.
Although we agree and support
the concept that every individua l
has the right to adequate housing,
we do not feel that the current
proposal truly reflects the needs
of the citizens of northern New
Mexico.
The right to adequate housing
must also include one's retaining
the dignity and pride in the land
which has passed from fat her to
son for many generations. The nature of the Operation Breakthrough proposal and the New
Mexico state law concerning sur~
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